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A Vindication of Oaths, and Swearing in 


- +,» Werghty Caſes, as lawful, &c. or gin 


<QH AT itis lawful for Chriſtian people to ſwear, I ſhall kiift 
2. make.good by poſitive proof, and.then take off, the argu- 
. -.- ments which.are brought againſt it. It might ſeem-neceſſy- 
: « i; / ric and pertinent to define what an Oath3s,and firlk 29/treat 
'ofithe nature; of is, and the ſeyeral- ſorts of oaths : ;But-my- purpeſe 
being only. to-wrice ſo-much_ as. may : ſuffice for the conviction of the 

uakers Errours, and the: ſatisfaCtion and, cſtabliſhment.of Wwaveing 
'and dourful fopls.in the, truth, Tye only..premiſe;this.as a ground- 
-work:to the enſuing proofs, and; a kind of clue gr. guide for the ,open- 
ing and dectaring of the trurhin thjs point; that there be ig ſpeech agd 
communication bydiſcourſe.ſeverg] tieps of degrees towards a cergainty 
and confirmation. And this hath,been'.in uſe; univerfaſly. + throughoug 
all ages of the world, afidinall places of mankind, The "firſt agd, low- 
eſt ep.or degree is aþare; and hmple affirmation. and negation,or pro: 
nouncement:of rhe matter without more, as to.ſay;.The Lord, hath ;ſgus 
me, lama Chriſtian;/My. nams is jobs, Lym.gorp ro ſuch place, Lam 
not theman you take me. to;be. This.I take, ta be the ſame, wich. jmple 
and bare yea and nay, ay-and no, or,yes.and no, And to be. the, leaſt gnd 
loweſt meaſure of ſpeechtending,ro.certijie the maid of him we {peak;to, 
This is.or ſhould be-moſt ordmary and .common with ,alf perſong, ag 
Care with all that havelearneditheright and true way.of govermigg;the 
rongue,and have the,moſ} tender and pre eanſSIeREen Oats moi - 
mon and ordinary, and whexe.this will fuffice, more ſhould got be uſed. 
.4:2.;,1t is morethan bare: ycaand nay.co ſay indeed, .or -intrath, or 
Las afſyre.yoy,0r-4,do.not-lys go gg tins \may; belicve mes, Lamayn 
gggdecarmeſt1 verity, ang perjgeath heſpin the.uſe and conftrutie 
pg of all languages <9 fifiss, , from. bare yea, and nay, ora,naked-gnd 
Gimple afficgption-agd negation; W.c.are pot in diſcourſes to others to 
puta andeed and. jntruth: 2 EYFRY, frnvencs x.apd at everyſpccchwe 
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higheſt degree of ſecurity and 'con 


[2] 

make to add wers/y, vers/y. Chriſt himſelf uſed theſe words but very 
ſparingly, not alwayes; nor frequently. An iaſtance | may cite one 
for many, out of Ferem. 26. 14, 15. As for me, behold, Iam 1 your 
hand : doe with me as Rue good and meet untojyon. But know ye for 
certain, that if ye-put mt to death, y2 ſpall furdy bring innocent blead wpon 
your [ebves,and upon this city, and upon the inhabitant srhereof: for of n truth 
the Lord bath ſent me unto you; to ſt call) rorff word? int or ears. Here 
are diverſe: words added for confiratation; -and the}, ſerving on of the 
truth, know ye for certain, ſurely, of a truth. See 1 Sam. 8.9. And ſo fre- 
quently up and down the Scriptures theſe words of 4 truth are uſed 
by all. 1 Sam. 21. 5. Of a truth women have been kept from us. Our Savi. 
our ſays in his preaching, 7 tell you of « truth, Lnk. 4.25. ſo Lukgþ, 27. 
LZnk, 12. 44. Luk. 21, 3. The fame you have by Se. Petter, Aff. 10. 
34. and by all the Saints gathered together ſpeaking in praycr co-God, 
Aft 4.27. ſee alfo Dan. 2.47. Hat. 14. 33. And not this only, bur 
God himſelf alſo frequently uſing words for confirmation, beſides that 
Chriftis God. Ferem. 31. 18, I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning 
himſelf. 7. 20. I will ſurely have mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord. 
x S$#;- 30. 8; Paorſue, for thou ſhall ſurely overtake them, and withoxe 
fail recover all. Gen. 2.17, God fayes to holy and ſpotleſs innocent 
Alam, Inthe day thou eateft thereof, thou ſhalt furely dye. Gen. 9g. 5. Sure 
Iy your blood of your loves will 1 require. fudg. 6. 16. And the Lord 
ſaid ume bim, Surely 1 will be with thee, And multitudes more of the 
ſanie import the Scripture is full of. Now all theſe wayes of expreſſion 
area "degree of confirmation, and are morethan a ſimple 'yea-and nay. 
And withaut-all queſtion Tuch:wayes of (expreſſion are lawful, the 
Qrpakers themſelves, got denying but practiſing and aſſenting to them. 
And yer we would not accountit welt done in any man alwayes and in 
every of his fpeechesTo uſe ſuch words for the aſſuring of the 'truth 
to-him he ſpeaks. It would” be great fault ſo to doe. Theſe: atenotto 
be uſed without cauſe, though t —— far ſhort of an: oath, 'or-the 
rmation in ſpeech. 2! 

3. Beſides thefe there be alſo ſome other formes of ſpeech, which 
yer are not accounted oaths, though ſome think that they are,and-per- 
adventure they may be. As, I proteft, I call Heaven and Eatth ro wit» 
neffe, God is witneſs, I ſpeak” before God, 1 call God' for 'a'© record 
upen'my ſoul, My conſcience bears me witneſs, God that knoweth' all 
things knowes that I do not fyc : And whether that of Joſeph be'one 
fuch, By the life of Pharaoh ye arc ſpics, which ſome take to be: -q 
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oath, fome not. $0 when we ſay, As I live, and as the Lord lives, 'and-I 
make proteſtation for my ſelf, and This ſtone ſhall be witrieſs unto 
you, leſt you deny your God ; for it hath heard all the words which 
the Lord hath ſpoken to you, 7oſ. 24. 27. ' Give ear, Oye heavens, and 
1 will ſpeak; and hear; O carth, the words of my month, Deut;32:1. Iſa, 1.24 
Zerem- 2.12 1cail Heaven and Earth 1#reewd af ainſt you this day, Dent. 
30« 19+ SomeEof theſe expreſſions are- generally taken 'ro'be' an oath: 
It is certain they are more than yea and nay. :As Saint Paul, 1 Core 
15. 31.7 proteſÞ by your rejojcing i# Chyift. 2 Cor. 1. 18: As God 3s 
true, our word toward you was nt yea and nay. v.23. Tcall God for 
a record wpon my ſod. This feems clearly tobe an oath. Rom 1,9. God is 
my witneſs tc, that withont ceaſing 1 make mention of you alvw ates int my pray 
ers. + T he. 2..10. Ye are witnefies, and God alſo. 2 Cor. 11.10. As the 
truth of : Chriſt is in me, Gal.'1.20, Now the rhings which 1 write uno 
yow, behold, | before God, 1 lie nor. 1 Tim. 5. 2t. 2 Tom. 4. 1. 1 
charge tbee before Gad, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the eleftt Angels. 
Rom, 9.1. 4 ſay the truth im Chriſt, I lie not ; my conſcience alſo bearing 
we weeneſs in the Holy Ghoſt. Shes 4s 
. 4« The laſt and lngheſt meaſare of confirmation in ſpeech. is an oath, 
which regularly ſhould not be uſed where a leſſer meaſure of confir- 
mation will ſerve. Heb. 6. 16. Men verily ſwear by the greater, and an 
oath for confirmation is ts thew an end of all ſtrife. An oath then-is for 
cqnfirmation,and certioration. And'it is a confirmation by teſtiniony arid 
appeal to God as Judge of ali, moſtly by ſpeech and uſe of-the tongue : 
not:that I exclude from ſwearing, fuch'as cannot ſpeak, I may ſwear by 
writing and external figns and indications known and fo takefs to 
that ifitent; but ſwearing by ſpeech is moſt common, and is anengaging 
of. the credit and veracity of him that fweareth' for thetruth of what is 
fworn. So that.an: oath hath place bur in-ſuch things as' depend upon 
teſtimony, and the ſpeakers credit and honeſty, and is not to' be" uſed 
in things purely'ſciential and probable by' demonſtration. L 
There is inipriated inthe hearty of all men by nature'a notion oy belicf 
that there is a God,& the leſs depraved tharinatural reaforithe clearer 
and ſironger is this kelief-and-proportionable to this belief there iginvall 
perſons Religion, which is! nothing /butan at of the heart or practical 
mind correſpondent tothe.conceptianf8c-belicf that is inthe judgment, 
drawing along withiic the affetions;tongue Econverfation,towardsGod 
'ora Deity, by acknowledgement, honoyr, veneration andadoration,and 
ſuch.worſhip,ſcrvice and obedicnce'as —— to'be-accep- 
| 2 | table 
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table:to-the ſypream and ſoveraigh being: Idolaters, Paytnims and falſe 
werſhippersbelieve.aDeity: and worſhip him, : though: cdrruptly and 
Ldglatrouſly z they conceit it:is' rightpleaſing to:God,: and ſo doit, 
and reſt.in.it, John 4. 22::Te worſhip 'ye kyow wot what, At. 17,31, 
The Athenians--performis their devotions, eo: be. rhnown God, Whons 
therefor, ye: sgnorantly;,merſhip, hin. declare::1« mnto-you, + 1 Cor. 105200, 
The Vi mbjch the Gent#les - ſacrifice, they- ſacrifice'to "Diroiti and wor 
to. God. 22 v99R 103 837 3801 2JoFtI753 V* 1D) 139 41 
.. Now the eftimatjon:and_reverence of an oath is (taken from *the 
eſteem. and xeverence which all the world hath: of him that iscalledGod, 
the ſupream and infinite Majeſty, whom the Heathens:hag:Jearne20-call- 
optimus. maximus. For the.natuee of man will not ſuffer thatrhere:ſhould- 
be, no God. And ſuch power. hath: Religion'1n all mankind\by the in- 
graven principles of good andevil in our minds:by nature; that weac-' 
count him a monſter among: men that-ſhall deny the being of God :: and: 
next to him, or as ill or worſe, do, we account him that acknowledging) 
the being of God,doth not adore and reverence and worſhip himeither. 
truly or corruptly. For all people will walk every.onein the'name ofhis: 
God, A£6c.4.5. He is in-ſome ſort a worſe Atheiftthat believing.a Deity, 
dothnot at all worſhip.or honour him by Piety.or Religion. Hence botly 
the original and reverence of oaths.is deduced, all the world belicving-s 
God,&accoynting Religion'ito be the higheſt &moſt facred thing in this 
warld, and ſwearing to.be ſome waytor/other an act of:Religion;notiſo 
natural and;eſſential as ſome-parts andþpieces of Religion, bur'yet a part 
of: Religion, and juſtly conjoined withit.and reckoned td it,” And 'this 
might be evidenced-by-plenty. of arguments from Scripture,reaſon,and 
human authority, and the unanimovys ſuffrage'of all writers,and all ſuch 
as have been, worſhippers; of God, whether: truly:or corruptly; Þ ſhalt 
canfine my. ſelf..to argument-from! Seripture,'and therevidence of: the 
thing-it ſelt-;-g 7: bop Ago DO8 314319 C7IF 0208 1175 LY Ty 41127 
I» It appears from: Scripture that ſwearing. is:facredy ior';a; pjece'or 
ingredient in Religion; Newt; 6:1 i3s 'Theuſhalt fear the Lord thy God; and 
ſerve ym, and:;ſbals: ſwear: by:hin; vamee:;The: fame is. tepeated with! ad- 
VantAages: Dexts io; 204 07 Walt ſbalnifearche Lorditby Gon,: bim:fhalt thou 
ſerved to bim ſhalt. than cleave; ave: ſwear: by bivnames Tfy.19\ 18: a 
that day ſhall rue Giuzes tithe tafPof Egypt:ſpeakithe language of Canaun; 
ang {wear to the Lord of hoſts; 1ſac 45:23:41 bave ſworn' by: wy ſelf, the 
word 45.g0ue out of. my mouth in righteouſneſs, anil ſhath not. return, that un- 
- 20,998 ever 1.guee ſhall. bow,, every tongue ſhall ſwear, compared with Ph1l. 2. 
"x 54 : Ch 1Q,I Ie 


10,1 1:and Rom.'14. Lhlo alltheſcplacesitis eyident,, that ſwearing is 
accounted:an aCt of Religion,and as it is uſual.ig, othep.caſes :by a figure 
of ſpeech toexpreſs the'whole by, a part,ſo the Scripture.taking ſwearing 
to be a ſacred thing, and a part of Religion, under this name compreken+ 
deth the entire Religion' and Service of the true God, And hence, Zeph..z.. 
5-- The Lord threatens them that worſhip the hoſt of beaven pon the. houſe 
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-.2, Tt isapparentiby reaſon; and. by 'evidehice.from the thing it; ſelf; 
For what is'an/ oath.? 1] ſwear:by God, I call-God:forg record;.upon, 
my foul, I believe that Gog is all-ſecinggheart-ſearching, moſt trye;naqſt; 
good, and Almighty, the rewgrder of all truth. and uprightneſs, and he 
xevenger of all fafgood,deceitzand eozenageg and if this bing whinhth 
ſay and ſwear by:hisname be got true, :if L&all nqt,perfarm the; things 
which 1 promiſe;if/} be not in all pojzots true;&fincere in this my-oath &; 
aſſeveration before the-Land; then;let me have no portion in-Gods;then 
let: thexrue andirighteaus God deali with-mpq3s a deceiverand:gxecittgi 
revenge-upon me:according to my deſert for:fal{hoad in-ſweariog.t hin 
is an oath; but'of- whichiit.is-evidenti that K:1þ-4>fagred thing, and fGothy 
conſtitute a part-of Religion, ;:or moſt gearly [peptganeth;ro 4134 Fer Io 
..'5, Jt dothrcbntain awacknowledgmient of; Gods ſoyeraignty,and af 
all bis Atcributes; -Every oath ig-vettually ap acknowledgement of, thei 
ſupremacy of God,as-alfo of his amnideienteygamnipeſence, omnipothie 
cy,holineſle; veracity and jultice, Haba 45:16 .yFor tethiversly ſweat by. 
the greatey1:and therefore when God.ma tes pramiſe,nbecarlſe be can 
ſwear by no greater, be ſweargbylnmſelf, v3. 15 05215 fe rn 
2, Every oath is vertually-a prayer or:imprecatian which is-an wg 
| worſhip 
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?: In every oath there: is virtually an appeal to God, as to: the 
fupreameft Judge, and an atteſtation of God as preſent to the truth of 
what we ſay. By which we declinethe- judicature of man, and do ver- 
tuelly acknowledge. man tobe a deficient creature, and no 'way'to 
compare with God'; ard inaſmuch as aN men know and believe Gud to 
be moſt true and truth it felf,and it cannot be that he ſhould atteſt or bear 
witneſſe to any untruth or falfity,- we do therefore vouch him for out 
witnefle; as who would fay, if God himſelf were pleaſed to fpeak, he 
would bear me witneſſe that I fay-truth. You wilt all cruft God 5 if 
God ſhouldfay it, you-would believe it 5 as much as in me [yes Evouch 
the moſt trve' God for teſtimony to my words. So that in the intent.of 
him that ſwears, if the thing ſworn be not true, God himſelf ſhould 
be guilty of lying and perjury, becauſe I do in effet make him my 
compurgator, end the fame for ſubſtance as if God himſelf had pro- 
tefted what 1 had affirmed. And there being no higher Appeal thaw 
to: God, hence it is that an Oath for confirmation is to men an end of 
all rife, ' Heb.'6. 16: Not that de events it doth always: fo fall out, 
that an Oath ends all fuit and ſtrife: For we ſometimes fee the con- 
trary; and ſome are of ſuch profligate conſciences that we will hardly 
truſt them upon their Oaths. But de 51ſtituro & de fine res, an Oath 
in matters Teſtimonial and pertaining to Witneſs-bearing is the high- 
eſt proof and confirmation that -can be amongſt men, and all are to 
reſt in this deciſion, referring the' further 'tryal: of it to the Judicature 
of God the ſupreme Judge; ſaving that where it can be made out 
that the party hath committed Perjury,- enquiry may be made, and 
beiag proved and convicted his Oath and teſtimony is tobe made void, 
and whatſoever dependeth- thereon 'is' to be annulled and cancelled. 
And” hence { think | may with- ſome probability averr and affirm, that 
only tn Heaven. ſwearing is totally vſcleſs, there is no: need of any 
Oath at all there, becauſe the Saints and Angels be perfeAly and-ade- 
quately perfect with the perfection of a' Creature, and: they cannot 
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fin, nor ean they in the leaſt doubt of Gods everlaſting loveand their: 


coritinuance uv that. bleſſed cftate toall eternity: They can have. no. 
diſtruſt at all, nor do they need any Oath or Aﬀeveration or means- of 
ſecurity and. confirmation from God [to them, or. from them to God, 
or tocach other. Gods Word and Oath recorded in the Scrjpture, as 
to the matter'of it, remains everlaſtingly:to be fulbled, -and:the can- 
tinvance of the blefſed Angels. andiglorified Saints.in:glory & founded 
upon the verity and immutability-of Gods promiſſory word, andiſo 


far there is faith'in Heaven, /and the glorified, Spirits live by Faith. 


But this Faith is their perfeQion, and itis a Faith without all imperfe- 
Qion; alſo Eternity is 'a kind of anam continuum 14nc, it is not mea» 
ſured by time, 'the everlaſting continuance of, the blefſed Spirits in-glo- 
ry is-as a thing always preſent andexiſtent to-them} they areas ſure 
of -it as if they' ſaw it, there is-no proper. ſucceHon! 29d meaſuring. of 
hours and time in Eternity, there ts therefore no uſe at all for.an Oath 
there, becauſe an Oath 1s for confirmation, whereas they in Heaven 
arc in the fulleſt fruition of. glory, and:their:fruitionit ſelf, is higheſt and 
pureſt confirmation... OED Oy Grunt wt and 20 
'But ever ſince the creation.of manvpon: carttithere hath! been place 
for an Oath, or ſolemn denunciation; 1 For even in Paradife it ſelf, and 
while mn was innocent and unfallen, 'the. Lord was pleaſed $o-ſwear 
to him, - or cbnfirrti him his word'to him by more: than-a bare and ſum- 
ple coriminatiol, For thus we:read;. Gemo2417.:'Of the tres of tknow- 
ledge of. good and evil,” thou ſhalt vor ear of :it © For wnvhai deyitbat-rheu 
eateſt-thereof thou ſhale ſurely dg2.. 1 The wordgin:the-Qrigina) arc,::Dys 
ing thou ſhels aye, '/which'is an Hebraiſm-or Phrafe proper to-that Lan- 
guage, andimportethi a degree of ſpeech mote: than bare yo@ aud xy; 
or promiſing and threatning,- and therefore. is:by.our Trapſlarors.ren- 
dred: thou ſpale- ſurely dye. Andithat:wbichinducehime the mare-to 
this obſervation, is the; formiof > Oath . which ,God uſed. $0: Abr- 
bam, ſct* down Ge," 22. 16,. 17.:refientced Heb. 143 15.rwhere 
God is ſaid to ſwear byhimſelf, - and the:veryferm or-manner of the 
Oath iscxprefled, the' Lord: ſware by hiwiſclf; ſezinx, Bleſſng 1 will 
bleſs thee; which feems to bethe (arheamanher: of ſprecttwith Gen 2> 
17. "Dying tho pres aye; and fo by<omparthibet: places/it ſeems to 
be if nor an Oath yet-a folemn:denuneiation, like: tothic in 1:54w.3;0. 
It' may be. you will object! and” fay;::That: the Lords: promiſing. is 
ſwearing, and that when'the Scripture relateth of God as: ſwearing, 
it meancth no more but his bare word, and no Qath, becauſe-ſay ſome 
Gods 
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| all ſo to believe, and not to impoſe a meaning upon Scripture both falſe 
and abſurd. Andif any ſhall ask how can God ſwear? by the ſame 
way that he can ſpeak, and ſimply affirm and deny, promiſe or threat- 
en, and both alike. Up and down the Scripture we find God ſpeaking 
to us after the manner of men, and ſo we muſt interpret and under- 
ſtand, ufing all wayes of expreſſion, moſt frequently ſimple promiſing 
and threatning, oftentimes ſ#yely, and other forms of confirmation, 
and morerarely oarthes and ſwearing, condeſcending to ſpeak- to us 
men in our own language. 
And this is my firſt argument for the lawfulneſs of an oath, Gods 
own example of ſwearing for more ſecurity and confirmation. And it 
ſeems to | be a very ſtrong argument. For if the Lord moſt wiſe and 
-good ſceit meet to ſwear to man, :and conceive it a ſuitable expedient 
for mans debility and weakneſs, and acrutch or ftay to his faith : 
'how much more may there be required an oath from men? It is impoſſi- 
ble that God ſhould lye or deceive. If he make but the moſt ſimple and 
naked promiſeor threatning,that is enough for his Majeſty : he is truth 
'and faithfulneſs and juſtice and goodnefle it ſelf, and he cannot in the 
leaſt be moved from performing what he ſayes, yet he ſees it conveni- 
ent and profitable for mans help to confirm his word by oath, As I live, 
I ſwear by my holineſſe, by my excellencie, by my great name, I 
ſwear by my ſelf, which is ro ſay, Let me beno God, let me have no 
tfuth, no holineſſe, orexcellency in me,let me be challenged for a falſe 
God,and no credit at all given to me,if | ſhall not make good my word, 
and perform what I ſay, It is of his goodnefſe and ſuperabundant rich 
grace, that the Lord-makes unto us promiſes; and it is yet from the 
more abundance of his grace that he confirms it with an oath ; and as 
the Lord would not doe it-if there were not cauſe ; ſo being done, it 
gives us to underſtand that an oath as ſuch is not {imply evil. For then 
.1t would be: unbeſeeming his holineſs and infinite glory. If it were 
; altogether ſinful to ſwear, - how could the Lord ſwear ? It is evident 
.that/an oath hath its reaſon and foundation in nature, and doth ſuppoſe 
ſome preexiſtent reaſon on our behalf, and therefore for our confirmati- 
'on the Lord ſweareth; that there might be no room at all left for doubt- 
ing. Bora we will.not truſt God vpon his oath, we will not truſt him 
-:ndeed, we :are/moſt: jncredulous wretches, and do 1a cffe&t. proclaim 
'God tobe alyur, ſuch'a one as is not to be truſted,.'r Joby: 1. 10. 
Perhaps'you may object, there may be ſome ground or celour for 


an oath ſince the fall, becauſe of the great depravednelſs of our natures, 
| C and 
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he had no culpable imperfe&tion:in him, He was created finleſs, but 
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and groſs unbelicf and hardneſs of heart : but . Adam was perfect, 
and ſo there could be no uſe of an oth-to him. 

I do anſwer, that Adam had in ſome ſort imperfection in him, but 


not ſo free from falling into ſin,but that he might(as afcerwards he did) 
fall into ſin; now as God ſaw it meet to give him a Jaw to obſerve, 
and to back that law by a threatnivg, ſohe might ſee it convenient for 
Adams good and for more ſecurity and confirmation 'befides the bare 
and ſimple threatning to uſe an aſſeveration or:ſolemn denunciation for 
more ſecurity and certioration. ' Surely if tho eat of thss treethou ſhall dye. 
Take heed to thy ſelf,thou art not ſo beyond all pofhibility of fa}ling,but 
that it is poſſible for thee to fin, and if thou do at all fin, Fers/y thou ſhalt 
dye, Surely [ will nat ſpare to puniſh thee. | do not contend that the words 
ſet down Gen. 2. 17.are an oath; and Ithink it beyond all doubr 
that they are more than a ſimple or naked threatving, And that's a \ 
a degree towards an oath, This was in Paradiſe, during mans eſtate 
of innocency : ſo that God is our chief pattern for ſwearing, and his 
cxample is a chief warrant, and it is apparently grounded in reaſon : 
and therefore | may warrantably ſay by way of Antitheſis to W. Per, i 
Treatiſe of oaths, P. 12. Manente ratione legis, manet & lex. The firſt 
oath, aſlſeveration or proteſtation being upon reaſon and 'preexiſtent 
grounds, where there are the ſame grounds and reaſons there is the 
ſame uſe of an oath, And 2 majors ad minus valet argumentum afftr- 
mative,if there was uſe for an oath,aſleveration,or ſolemn denunciation 
in Paradiſe during the ſtate of innocency,and that for more ſecurity and 
confirmation to Adam; much more do fallen finners need the oath 
of God for the help of our faith, And if we need the oath of God, do 
we not need the oath of man? or can it be that we can be more con- 
fident in man than in God? If an oath be any means of confirmation 
in its own nature and right uſe, as hath been evidenced that iris, and + 
as the example of God, and conftant uſe of all nations doth witneſs ; 
then there can be no reaſon for the utter aboliſhment of oaths, while 
mankind is ſo impotent and defective as to need all ſuch helps and 
wayes as do any thing conduce to the ſettlement and confirmation 
of humane belief and perſwafion whether towards God, or towards 
ane another, in things teſtimonial and credential, ſuch as are not 
capable of confirmation any other way, ſave by teſtimony and 
afirmation on his part that ſpeaketh or aflureth, and belief or giving 
credit by him that is to be aſſured, _ 
| Alſo 
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Alſo it may be noted out of the Scriptures of truth, that God him- 
ſelf ſwore to. Jeſus Chrift, The Lord hath ſworn and will not repent, Thou 
art a prieft for ever after the order of Azelchiſedech, Pſal, 110, 4. compar- 
ed with Heb. 7.16, 17,18, 19,20,21,22, Where a compariſon is made 
of the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and the Prieſthood under the law, and the 
preeminence is given to Chriſt; and this among the reſt is added zs 
a note of excellency in the Priefthood of Chriſt which was not under 
the law, that Chriſt was made Prieſt with an oath, and the oath is ſet 
down,God the Father ſpeaking and ſwearing to Chriſt, thou art a Prieſt 
for ever. Andhence the Scripture doth gather and make obſervationthat 
the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and conſequently the Goſpel Covenant and 
diſpenſation was far more excellent and perfect than that of the Law. 
And we are taught, Heb. 6. 17, 18. That Gods oath to the Heirs of 
promiſe was for confirmation ſake, and Jeſus Chriſt is the heir of all 
things, Heb. 1, 2. And it is agreed upon by all Divines that there was 
a peculiar covenant or tranſaction between God the Father and Jeſus 
Chriſt the mediator and Saviour of the world, diſtin from all other 
Covenants between God and man, and between Chriſt the mediator 
and man. And the Scripture would not that this Covenant ſhould be 
wanting in exccllencie and compleatneſs, but to be. above the cove- 


nant of Aoſes and the Levitical Prieſthood and adminiſtration of old, 


and therefore the Lord added an oath to the Covenant and Prieſthood 
of Chriſt, which was not in the other. Now this doth betoken and 
infer, 1, That.an oath ſrom God is a mark of glory and excellency, 
and did confer fpecia} dignicy upon Chriſt and his Prieſthood. 2. 
That even in the prieſthood of Chriſt there was uſe for an oath, and 
that for confirmation, For I take'that to be an end or reaſon com- 
mon to all oaths to be for confirmation, 7 have ſworn and will not re- 
pent, Thou art a prieſt for ever after the order of Melchifedech, You will 
ask, to whom doth God intend and direct this oath for confirmati- 
on ? Andit is eviden} that the words are immediately and firſtly di- 
reed to Jeſus Chrift, God ſpeaks to him, 7 have ſworn, and will not re- 

nt, Thou art a Prieſt for ever. If any ſhall further queſtion, what need- 
cth Jeſus Chriſt any. confirmation beſides his conſecration to the 
office of Mediator, his extraordinary unction, and Gods word of 
promife, and the wonderfuf hypoſtatical union of the two natures in 


the perſon of the Sonof God ? what needed an Oath ? Tt was not for 


him but for others, the Heirs of protniſe,that this was added for confir- 
mation. Jeſus Chriſt was impeccable,and had no defect at all,nor could 
in the leaſt doubt of Gods verity, and ſo there could be no uſe of an 
Oath as to him. G2 I ſhall 
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I ſhall anſwer, but with Tubmiſſon:to others, and liberty:of:chang- 
ing. my: mind, upon further ſtudy.and_ enquity; if need! be; --It was 
his own voluntary humility and condefceniion temankind, together. 
with his Fathers will and impoſition, that he became. man;'\and took 
upon him the ſinleſs frailties of man, 'and became' fo near ito us in all. 
things, fin excepted. - And can you ſay it argues any more imperfecti-- 
on on Chriſts part, that God ſhould confirm his Priefthood with an, 
Oath, thaa that an Angel from Heaven ſhould be ſent to: ſtrengthen 
him? Zuke 22. 43. or that he ſhould pray with ſtrong crying and'tears, 
and pray whole nights together, and be ignorant as man when the day 
of Judgment is ? All theſe do argue that he was a man, and he could 
not be a man but he muſt needs have humane imperfections, but none. 
that are in the leaſt ſinful, nor many of thoſe imperfections which be 
in us, and yet are not ſinful neither, Had there been no fin, naked- 
neſs and innocency had been the beſt Covering and Garment : It will 
not therefore follow, that becauſe Jeſus Chriſt wore Garments, that 
he was not altogetber innocent, Baptiſm and Circumciſion in the 
ordinary ſubjects and receivers did, betoken filthineſs and impurity : 
bur it will not thence follow, that Chriſt had any impurity. or fin bee 
cauſe he was Circumciſed and baptized, For it was his own voſun- 
tary ſubmiſſion, in concurrence with his Fathers will, which made 
thoſe Commands at all requiſite and neceſſary to him. | 

So concerning this matter of ſwearing, the Lord might confirm his. 
Covenant to Chriſt by Oath, and this not be needleſs or ſuperfluous, - - 
nor yet Chriſt be imperfect, For the addition of -an Oath is but in the 
predicament or ſeries of means, and Chriſt hereby as in: other things 
might be an example to us, of giving juſt regard and efteem-ro all 
means of Gods appointment, and to ſtoop our wiſdom to the wiſ- 
dom of God: And if the Lord ſhall ſay to Chriſt, I do make thee the 
Soveraign Prieſt and Saviour ofthe world, and. for excellency tothee 
and thy miniſtration, and for the fulneſs and plerophory of confir. 
mation, and to teſtihe my abundant love to thee and delight in thee, 
and the verity and immutability of my counſel, and for thine excee. 
ding joy and ſupport in all thy undertaken work, as alſo for the be- 
nefit and conſolation of all thy Members the Heirs of Promiſe, I do. 
canfirm thy Priefthood by my Oath, and ſwear 'to thee 3; If the: Lord-: 
I ſay do.thus, it behoves us to think that this is with good reafon, 
and that an Oath may be uſeful to certain ends and intents, where the 
party ſworn to is. altogether ſpotleſs and innocent. Jeſus Chriſt did 
| | not. 
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not think! himſelf to be- above any means of .Gods appointment and 
impoſition, ' ' Wiſdow'is juſtified of alli her Children. 'And Chriſt being. 
the moſt abſolute Pattern and Child: of . Wiſdom did well approve and 


juſtifie the Lord in adding an Oath, and thereby confirming to him his 
Priefthood,” and thes glory thereon depending for ever. All which 
makes for the uſe and reverence of an Oath, 

Objef. 'Some: may fay,* Betauſe God in Scripture hath frequently 
{worn, may we therefore ?' May 'we'make God onr Example in all things, 
and imitate God in every thing he doth ? | 

Anſw. We are commanded in Scripture, Be ye holy, for-1 am bo- 
ly: and, Be ye perfelt as your heavenly Father is perfefk, We are not 

to imitate God in ſuch things as are incommunicable, and proper to 
God alone, as to make the Porld, to give Laws to the world, or to 
do things miraculous utterly above the power of Nature: We may 
not uſurp the place and authority of God, and attempt to be equal 
with him in any thing. But in ſuch things as God doth command, 
and propoſe uato us to imitate him in, as in the deteſtation and 
fhunning of Vice, and 1a the practice of Vertue, ſuch things we may 
and muſt imitate God in, as in holineſs, uprightneſs, juſtice, good- 
neſs, truth, equity, innocency, and thelike, Now ſwearing is one 
of thoſe things in which we may imitate God, and Gods practice 
herein is a warrant to us in weighty caſes to ſwear, For what is ſwear- 
ing inthe ſum and upſhot of it, but appealiag to God and the enga- 
ging of our credit, and the adventuring of all we have upon the veri. 
ty of what we affirm? The truth is-but one. -& ſimple affirmation-or 
negation is the matter of an Oath. 'I: grant that a ſimple or naked af- 
firmation and an Oath do differ ; -but in many things they agree, ma: 
gs & mini's non variant ſpeciem, For God to promiſe only, and for 
him to promiſe with an Oath, as to the thing promiſed both are the 
fame, as-to the '/promiſer both are the ſame, and: as to him to whom 
the promiſe'is made. ' The truth is but one in both. If the thing be 
falſe or feigned, the Oath cannot make it: true or ſincere; if it be true 
and real, it is ſo witkout the Oath. Both ſwearing and not ſwearing 
depend upon the credit and veracity of the ſwearer. 

You will grant that I may and muſt imitate God in ſaying and af- 
firming the truth. And why may I not imitate God in confirming the 
truth ? An Oath is nothing 'but the higheſt confirmation: of truth: by 
teſtimony and appeal, You will allow me more than barely to. affirm 
or deny; you will allow me to ſay, Vetily, Surely, Of a. truth, I 

proteſt, 


WERE >> 


[14] 


Proteſt, and thelike; all which arc a degree of confirmation, Now 


ſhew any ſubſtantial reaſon why it ſhould be lawful and a duty to con- 
firm the truth in a firſt or ſecond degree, and ſimply unlawful to con- 
firm it in a third or fourth degree, 

We will ſuppoſe four degrees of confirming the truth. Suppoſe 
Verily to be one, Verily Verily twice ſaid to be two degrees; I proteſt, 
or I call Heaven and Earth to witneſs tobe a confirmation in the third 


' degree; and an Oath to be the fourth and utmoſt degree of all. All 


dogrant it lawful to uſethe firſt and: the ſecond degree; moſt, if not 
all, hold it lawful to confirm the truth in the third, and ſaving a very 
few, all think the fourth degree lawful. 

Now if confirmation in the laſt degree were ſimply ſinful, then alſo 
the firſt and ſecond and third degree Fould be ſinful, For, every 
degree of {in, is ſin; and if confirmation in the firſt, ſecond and third 
degree be lawful, the addition of a fourth degree cannot be unlawful 
in its own nature. Accidents and adventitious reſpects may make it 
unlawful, but in, and of, it ſelf it is lawful. 

In teſtimony, or witneſs-bearing, the verity of the thing affirm- 
ed or denycd is the thing which both ſides ſtrive abour, You would 
know if there be ſuch a place, or ſtate, as Hell beyond this Life. I 
tell you, ſaith God, that there is, All that you would be ſatisfied of 
ts the truth of this point, if indeed there be a Hell, 1 do affure you, 
ſaith God, that there is, As verily as I am God there is, I confirm it 
to you by all the truth thatis in me, This is the ſum of ſwearing, and 
what is there in all this vicious and unwarrantable to imitate ? 

Arg. 2. Tbring this Argument to prove it lawful ro ſwear. The 
ſum of all Gods Laws is, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and ſoul and ſtrength, and thy Neighbour as thy ſclf: todo 
zuftly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God. Now it is not 
againft any of all theſe to ſwear, or take an Oath, in weighty caſes, 
Let it be ſhewn wherein 1 offend againſt God, mine own ſoul, or my 


Neighbours, by ſwearing? : Ido honour God by religious ſwearing, Ig 


do not in the leaſt detract from his glory, or contemn his attributes, 
but I acknowledge and adore the Name of GM; neither do I wound 
mine own ſoul, or do any harm to my Neighbours. It is no offence 
fo Jod to confirm the'truth by a ſolemn invocation of his Name, and 
appealing to him for the witneſs and confirmation of it. I ſhall make 

this more plain by the following Argument. © 
Arg. 3. The cuſtome of all Nations ever lince the World began, 
the 


Cl 
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the practice of all Gods People and the Church of God to this very” 


day doth prove that ſwearing is lawful, and of God. I ſhall run 
through the Old and New Teſtament, and contine my ſelf to them, 
We find Abram, the Father of the faithfu}, and the Friend of God, 
ſwearing, Gen. 14. 22, and ſwearing to Abimelecb, Gen, 21.22, 23, 
24. and Abimelech to him: they ſware both of them, v. 31. And 
hence it is plain that ſwearing was in uſe then,and great eſteem was had 
of it, and it was counted a ſacred and inviolable thing, becauſe Abime- 
tech and Phicol his chief Captain ſued unto Abraham for a League or Co- 
venant to be between them by Oath, as'a chief means of ſecurity and 
confiding in one another. Abrgham being in great care about a Wife for 
his Son, makes his Servant t&Twear to him, and the Servant did ſwear, 
Gen. 24. 2,3,4,5, 6,7, 3,9. By this it appears that Abraham had 
inſtructed his Servants in the right uſe of an Oath, Ger. 18. 19, We 
find godly Iſaak treading in the ſteps of his worthy Father, and at the 
inftance of Abimelech, with Abuzzath one of his Friends, and Phicol his 
chief Captain, ſwearing to each other, with feaſting and gladneſs, Ger. 
26, 26, 27, 28,29, 39, 31» We find gadly 7aceb treading in the 
ſteps of his worthy Progenitors, vowing a Vow, and binding his Soul 
with the ſacred Cord of an Oath to God, Fora Vow isa promiſſory 
Oath to God, Gen. 28. 20, 21,22. We find him and his idolatrous 
Father-in Law and Unckle Zaban makiog an Qath and Covenant to- 
each other, Ger. 31.44, 45, 46, 47, &c. And Jacob ſware by the: 
fear of his Father !ſaak, v. 53. And when he came todye he made 
his San 7oſeph to ſwear to him not to bury nim in c/£gype, but to carry 
his Corps tnto Canaan, Gen. 47. 29, 30, 31» We tndgodly Joſeph: 
treading likewiſe in the ſteps of his worthy Fathers, and taking an 
Oath of his Brethren that they ſhould carry his Bones with them out 
of Egypt; Gen. 50.24,25. By theſe four Inſtances it appears that 
ſwearing was in uſe both with Idolaters and true Worthippers of God. 
in the firſt Ages of che World, many hundreds of years before the 
giving of the Law to Afoſes at Mount S$'znar, 

As touching Gods People aft: {tt 2. 7 out of Egypt, and du- 
ring their abode in the Wile oof, :v queſtion to be made 
but that Oaths and {wearing l2awini cnd vpproved of God were in uſe- 
amongſt them, For God himſelf, it 1s rot denyed, commanded and 
preſcribed them Oaths; and in ſundry caſes enjoined an Oath for the 
ending of Controverſies. After their paflage over Jordan, and be- 


fore they had conquered any conſiderable paft of Canaan, Joſhua and 
the. 
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the Elders of 1ſ-ael bind themſelves by an'Oath to' the Gibeomites, at 
which the People were angry; but having laid upon thema ſolema 
Oath, they durſt not go back, Joſ. 9. 15, 18,19, And the' breach of 
this Oath in King Sax/'s time ſome hundreds of years after was pu- 


' niſhed by God with three years Famine, and the ſlaughter of ſeven of 


Saul's Sons, 2 Sam. 21, 1, 2, &c, 6, &c, And before this we find a 
ſolemn Oath paſſed between the good Spies and Rahab for the ſaving 
of her and her Kindred, ſhe being inſtant with them to ſwear for her 
greater ſecurity, and they ſware to her, Fof. 2. 12, &c. By this itis 
plain what eſteem was had of Oaths, and in what uſe they were 
then. The two Tribes and an half being ſuſpected of a great Crime 
of revolting from God in building an Ar at Fordan, they clear them- 
ſelves by a kind of Oath or ſolemn Appeal to God, 7of. 22. 22, &c. 
Samſon, one of the Lords Worthies, in jeopardy of his Life requiring 
of the Men of 7#dah an Oath that they would not fall upon him them- 
ſelves, 7uadg. 15. 12, We find 7oſhua laying a Curſe or Adjuration 
upon the Man that ſhould build Zer:cho, 7oſe 6. 26. and the execution 
of this Curſe upon Hel the Bethelirelong after, 1 King. 16, 34, We 
read of David often ſwearing, 1 Sam. 20. 3. and molt notable is the 
Oath and Covenant between him and 7onathan, both for matter and 
manner and ſolemnity, v. 12, &c. v, 16, 17, 42. They renew their 
Covenant, 1 Sam, 23.18. Saul would needs have David ſwear to 
him, and he ſware to him, 1 Sam. 24. 21, 22. Another time ſwear- 
ing, or ſomething like it, and chat lawfully, 1 Sam. 26. 16, and ſwear- 
ing to Bathſheba, -1 King. 1.13. and again upon his Death-bed ſwear. 
ing to her, v. 29, 39, Pf. 119. 106. [have ſworn and I will perform it, 
that 1 will keep thy righteous judgments. And P/.132.2, 3,4, 5- He 
ſware unto the Lord and vowed unto the mighty God of Zacob, Sure- 
ly, I will not come into mine Houſe, &&c, Solomon in his Prayer to God at 
the Dedication of the Temple prayes, ſaying, If any. an treſpaſs 
againſt his Neighbour, and an Oath be laid upon him to cauſe him to ſwear, 
and the Oath come before thine Altar in this Honſe ;, then bear thou in 
Heaven, &c. 1 King.S. 31, 32. 2 Chr. 6.22,23. The poor famiſh- 
ed and half.dead Epyprian, being in treaty with David for his Life, 
would needs have David to ſwear to him, 1 Sam, 11,.&c, 15.,, Net- 


ble is the' Oath and Covenant of King Aſa and all the People with 


him, approved by the Lords Prophet, and the Lords Cyuntenance up- 
on them," They entred into a Covenant to ſerk. the Lord God of their 
Fathers with ali their heart, and with all their ſoul; , and they ſware 
T unto 
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wnto the Lord with a loud voice, and with ſhouting, and 'with Trum= 
pets, and with Cornets; and all Judah rejoiced at the Oath, for they 
bad ſworn with all their heart, and ſcught him with their whole deſire, 
and he was found of them, and the Lord gave them ret round abont, 
2 Chr. 15, 12, 13, 14, 15. This is a moſt clear Teſtimony for ſwear- 
ing inthe like caſe,» The words of good Obadiah to Elijah, As the 
Lord thy God liveth, there is no Nation or Kingdom, whither. my Lord 
bath not ſent to ſeek thee, and when they ſaid he is not there, he took an 
Oath of the Nation and Kingdom, that they knew him not, 1 King. 18. 
fo,” We'read of 7z/ab and the people with him making a Covenant 


| before the Lord, 2'Chy. 34. 31, 32. This was the ſame for ſubſtance. 


with that of .fſa's forementioned. The ſame we have Exra 10. 3..16« 
Nebemiah took an Oath of the people to put away their .exactions, 
Alſo T ſhook my Lap, and ſaid, So God ſhake out every 11an from his 
Houſe, and from his labour, that performeth not this promiſe, even thus be 
be ſhaken ont and emptied, Nehem. 5.12,13, All the Lords people en- 
tred into a Curſe, and into an Oath, to walk in Gods Law, &c. Nekem. 
9. 33. Nehew. 10. 29, | * 

I forbear tocite any more Old Teſtament proofs under this Argue 
ment. TI ſhall come to the New Teſtament. And firſt we have our 
bleſſed Saviour in the Book of ohn more than twenty times uſing the 
words, Verily Verily. © 1 ſhall not contend that theſe are an Oath. And 
no Man will deny-but they are a great deal more than a bare or ſim- 
pleaffirmation. I have before cited Panl in many places, cither ſwear- 
ing,-as moſt think, ' or very near to ſwearing, as allthink, as when he 


ſaith, "7 call God for'a record upon my Soul, As thy truth of Chriſt 1s in me, - 


Behold before God 1 lye net. - And for the practice of. the New Teſtament 
times if is beyond all doubt that ſwearing was in uſe among the 7ews 
and all :sbout them, and accounted lawful. Some takeit to bean ad- 
juration when. Paul ſaith, 7 charge you by the Lord, that this Epiſile be 
read unto all the holy” Brethren, 1 Theſſ."'5. 297. So alſo 1 Time-5' 21. 
and 2 Tim. 4. 1, But moſt expreſly we have an holy Angel lifting up 
his hand to Heaven,/'and ſwearing by him that liverh for ever ana ever, 
Rev: 10. 5, 6.* Compared- with Daz. 12,7. - And for concluſion of 
this Argument let/it /be-noted what St. Paul or. whoever was the Au- 
thor of the Epiſtle to" the ZZebrews, 6: 16; ſaithyg, Xen verily ſwear by 
_— ſpeaks here of ſwearing \as-in/ ordinary and common 
uſe, both then and inall ages of the World; and he doth not tax itof 


any vice or harm, but mentions.it as an allowable practice, no Man 
D queſtion- 
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queſtioning it ; and ſhewing the End and Inſtitution ofan Oath, - tobe 
for confirmation and the ending of ſtrife ; and ſo God himſelf that he 
might give to his people fulleſt grounds of confolation, confirmed{his 
Promiſe by am Oath. By all which it is evident that at all times and 
im all places by good and choiceſt Men, ſwearing hath been/in uſe, and 
accounted molt ſacred, and the practice thereof in weighty caſes nes» 
ver queſtioned. = ST PRY 
Arg. 4. The Spirit of God in Scripture doth' approve of ſwearing, 
as P/. 15. 4. It is one note of a Citizen of Heaven, he ſweareth to 
bis own hurt, and changeth not. Pſ. 63. 11. The King ſhall rejoice su 
God, every one that ſweareth by him ſhall glory. Fer. 4. 2. Thou ſhalt 
fwear the Lord leveth, intruth, in judgment, and un righteouſneſs, and the 
Nations ſhall bleſs themſelves in him ,and in him ſhall they glory, And ſo.evi- 
dent is the Spirits Teſtimony to the Oaths and ſwearing of the Saints 
formentioned, that it cannot be denyed : As that of Abraham, Iſaack, 
7acob and oſeph, David in the Book of Pſalms,when he ſware to Saul, 
and to Barhſheba, and the Oath between him and 7onathan, the Oath 
of King 4/a and his People, Ezra, and Nehemiah, and the Angel in 
Rev. -all theſe have the ſtamp. of the Spirits approbation upon them, 
and nothing of blot or impurity is charged on them, nor-can be as to 
the matrerof ſwearing, And we are:commanded/to-be followers and 
imitators of the Saints, that is, in good and harmleſs aftions, Heb. 6, 
12, And Saiat Paxl ſaith, Thoſe things which ye have both learned and 
received, and heard and ſeen in me, do; and the God of Peace ſhall be with 
you, Phil. 4.9. And it cammot be gainſaid that Saint Paul's ſpeeches, 
ſome of them, are eithgr Oaths, or ſo near:to ſwearing, thatiut is hard 
to ſay what difference:there is between an Oath and them, .And the 
ſtamp of God's approbation-is upon them, and.they are;,part of Scrip- 
ture,and-commended to:the'Saints and Churches for laudablerand.god- 
ly imitation, | V2.0 FO ER" 33.\ fon 7 rom 
Arg. 5. 1 ſhall offer this Argument 2gainſt Quakerifm.in the. mat- 
ter of Oaths. If it be wholly. ſinful totake an Oath, then there is no 
ſuch ſin as perjury and being forſworn, -- But perjury remains a ſin to 
this day, and one of the moſtthorrid fins, againſt thelight of Nature, 


' a moft Confcience-waſting.ſin,. 1 Tam. 1. 9,10 The Law-is made for 


perjured Perſons. As there'is a difference. between a ſimple promiſe, 
or affirmation, Yea and:Nay, and an Oath; ſo-these is/a differe 
between lying and perjury. Every promiſe- or affirmation is not'In 
Oath ; but every Oathis an affirmation or negation, aſlertory or-pro. 
miſflory, 


. 
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miſſory, and'more s And by analogy every. falfe Oath is alye, but: 
every lye is not perjury or a falſe Oath, The' Holy Ghoſt doth Giſtin- 
gyiſh-them, Prov. 6.16, 17,18, 19. and 1 Tm. 1, 10. Caterts pa- 
ribs, perjury is a groffer fin than ſimple lying, Every Mans Contcie 
ence will aſſent to that. ' Perjury is accounted a moſt hainous fin by att 
Mankind. + Scripture is full of Inſtances of God's vengeance upon 
perjured Perſons. Seldome do ſuch Perſons go unpunithed (in this 
Life. * Read Gods terrible Curſe againſt ſuch, 'Zech.' 5. I, 2, 3, 4. 
Aal. 3 5. And God's puniſhment upon the King of Zadab for break- 
ing Oath and Covenant with the King of Babylon, Ezek;, 17.13, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, &e, compar'd with 2 King, 24.20. And God's pu- 
riſhment upon Jſrae! in King David's time with three years Famine, 
fotementioned, for breaking Oath with the Grbeonres, it being-an 
Oath lying upon all the Nation from Joſhuah's time. King Herodhad 
fuch- reverence of an Oath, that rather than break it he would, and- 
did, murther John the Bapri/f. ; 

I cannot ſee how this Argument can be avoided, For, asif thcre be 
no-truth-ſpeaking, there can be no lying : ſo if there be no oathing or 
ſwearing, there can be no forſwearing, or falſe-ſwearing. Retum ef 
endex ſui & abliqut: A crooked Line doth ſuppoſe and denote that 


there 1s a ftraight Line, from which the crooked is a defleQion, or elſe 


it could not be known. . Sin is nothing but a ſwerving from the Rule, 
ora tranſgreſſion of the Law. Now we are certain that there is ſuch a 
ſin as Perjury diſtinct from all other fins, I would know what Law'or 
Rule Perjury or falfe-ſwearing is a breach of > The Ninth Command- 
ment-is; - Zhou fhalt not bear falſe Wiineſs. And another Command- 
ment is, Thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf. Theſe are Prohibitions. Now 
every Prohibition is a Law, and every Law is the Law-makers Will 
dppeinting and commanding what to be done, and what not tobe 


done; and whetherſoever be named, both are included. When the” 


Law ſaith, Thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, there is included: of ne- 


 ceſſity this Precept, Thou ſhalt at all times, when thou ſweareſt, ſwear 


the very truth, He that forbiddeth Drunkenneſs, commandeth $o-' 
briety. He that forbiddeth Adultery, commandeth Chaſtity, If 
there be no Vice, there is no Vertue. For Vice is nothing elſe but a 


contrariety to Vertue, as Sin is to Duty, It is true, I grant, that if 


there be no” perjury there may yet remain lying. But there is beſides 
lying, fuch a Sin as perjury, whoſe definition -is-diverſe from'that of 
lying, whoſe malignity and guilt is far morc hainous, whoſe puniſh- 
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ment is greater, and every Mans Conſcicace that is not -quite void of 
feeling doth dread perjury far more, | "IM 
This ſhall ſuffice for. poſitive proof. | I ſhall make the Point more: 
clear by invalidsting the contrary proofs and reaſons as I find them. 
largely ſet down in a pompous: Treatiſe of Oaths, ſubſcribed by 1.3 
principal Quakers, and compoſed by Wilizam Pen and Richard Rie 
chardſon, preſented to the, King and Parliament, and Printed 1675. 
I ſhall-ngt think my ſelf;;bound to anſwer to every word there ſaid, 
gor-to tranſcribe their words and arguments at large. . I ſhall do their 
Cauſe right, and not conceal] one jot that I knew is of any force againſt 
oath-taking and ſwearing. This Treatiſe conſiſts of ten diſtinct Rea- 
ſons,-and abundance of Citations and Allegations. out of ancicnt and 
modern Writers of all ſorts, .for which reaſon I count it a-pompous 
Lreatiic, as being ſet off with.a great many names, ;and making a fair 
flouriſh, I muſt acquaint the Reader that- there are many Fathers 
cited in that Treatiſe of great name and eminency in the Church of 
God, whoſe learning and holineſs-none doth queſtion ; but whether 
the Citations be true or not I am not able to examine, wanting the. 
Authors themſelves, and not ablc to furniſh my ſelf with them. And: 
I-am loth to overload this ſmall defence, of Oaths; being. under. ne« 
ceſſity to be as brief as I can; and it 1s Scripture and Reaſon which 
doth moſt wcigh with me, and the beſt weapons: of defence that. I. 
have : and therefore ſaving all due reverence to all ſuch names as be. 
of note and; cminency in that Treatiſe, I ſhall ſay nothing to the-Argyu- 
ment from Authority, though as ſmall as my reading is, and as poor; 
as my Library is, and it is the leaſt and loweſt of all Mr. Zaxter's. 
three ſorts ſet down in his Chriſtian Direftory, I could make a ſhift to 
furniſh ſome Pages with Authorities and Citations, both out of Chri- 
ſtian. and Pagan Writers, in defence of Oaths and ſwearing, in ſuch 
caſes as hath been accuſtomed by the People of God in-all- Ages of the. 
World. But the ſubſtance and finews of the Book lies within the 


ten Reaſons againſt oath-taking. One of the ten Reaſons js only. 


againſt the particular form of ſwearing uſed by us in England, I will 
forbear to ſpeak of that, Of all the other nine Reaſons; there is bur 
one that is of any weight; but what will make. againſt ſwearing at: 
any time as well as ſwearing under the Goſpel. 49 

Fhcir firſt Reaſon againſt Oaths is-irom-the cauſe and-grounds. of- 
Oaths, which, ſay chey, is perfidiouſneſs, diſtruſt, and falſhood ; theſe. 
brought ia ſwearing. - Theſe being gone there. will need. no- Oaths, 


Ceſſante 


- 
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Cefſante ratione lege, ceſſat lex:: They preſume; that flone'will deny, 
and take'it forgranted rhat ſwearing came: in, aitd therefore ought: 
to. go out, with perfidiouſneſs, The' Quakers|declare :that-they hate; 


lying as much as perjury; and can no more tell an untruth, than for? 
ſwear themſelves, Treatiſe of Oaths,p. 11, 12,13. £ 

For Anſwer to this, Either this Reaſon utterly makes againſt the 
Quakers denyal of Oaths, or elſc' it uttetly .makes againſt-all the 
Oaths that: ever have been ih the World; both by God and;Man. 1t 
the Reaſons of an Oath be: perpetual, ſince: the fall, as much now as: 
ever, then we may retort their own-words upon them, the reaſon of. 
ſwearing being permanent and continuing, the Law for ſwearing is 
fill in force,  Whatſocever was a juſt ground and reaſon of ſwearing, 
the fame is at this day, An Oath ever was, and {ſo remains. for confir-. 
mation, and among Men ſerves for the cnding of all ſtrife. This rea-, 
ſon of an Oath is ſtill on foot : if it was lawful. to ſwear anciently up- 
on theſe grounds, why not now ? ROT. 

Why did God himſelf ſwear to Jeſus Chriſt, to Noah and all the 
| World neyer to deſtroy-it by Water again ;ito Abraham, to David, 
to Saints and Sinners up and down the Scripture 2 Why did all the 
forementioned godly Perſons in the Old Teſtament, and Paw! and the 
holy Angel ſwear in the New ?- Was perfidiouſneſs, and diſtruſt, the 
cauſe? Either it was a juſt ground of ſwearing-or not: if it was, then 
there being'the like diſtruſt in the World as was then, ſwearing is as 
lawful now as thens if it was not a juſt cauſe, then God himſelf and. 
the'holy Angel and all the choiceſt Saints in Scripture did evil in ſwear-- 
-ing and bringing in Oaths cauſeleſly, . 

Their ſecond Reafon is muchwhat the ſame with this, and partly 
leans uponit. Wedare not ſwear, ſay the Quakers, becauſe we dare 
notlye, - For us to ſwearis to do a needleſs thing, or to ſuſpect our 
own honeſty, . The former is to take Gods Name in vain, the. later is. 
to diſtruſt our ſelves, which we have no. reaſon to do. Should we. 
fwear we ſhould ſubject the truth to Mens humours,; and no difle- 
rence would appear between honeſty and perfitiouſneſs, p. 1 3, 14. 

May I not in Anſwer hereto ask the Quakers, Arc you holier than. 
God? are you more to be truſted than the Lord?! Or, are you mare: 
honeſt 'than Abraham, and: Jſaack;. and 'Jarob, and Foſeph?;-: are you! 
more periect than David and Fonathen, and the choiceit Saints of God. 
in Scripture? Doth not this. your Reaſon charge either God or you. 
moſt deepiy ? You ſay you-dare not ſwear, becauſe you dare not !ye. 


Might 
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Might not God ſay thigmwch morethan-you 2) Might.not all the holy 
Men'in Scripture, forementioned, fay-it as; well as youd Either we 
moſt charge!you with great pride) inthioking ta bemore holy and pure 
than God bimfetf, to ſay: nothing of his primeſt Saints im; this World : 
or we muſt ſay that this your Reaſon againſt Qaths is moſt vain and im. 
pious, anda charging of God with doing a acedleſs thing, and ſuſpec- 
ing himſelf of falſhood. Rather T ſhould think the contrary to your 
reaſoning to be moſt ſound and proper. We cannotilye, and there- 
fore we cannot poſlibly forſwear. | Such as cannot lye are the fitteſt 
and meeteſt Perſons to ſwear, of all other. A Lyar will hardly be be- 
lieved upon his Oath. An honeſt Mans word is more to be truſted 
than the Oath of a ſraudulent perfidious and: ſelf-ſeeking Knave. If 
an honeſt Man declare a thing ex anime, his bare affirmation carries 
great credit with it « but if he ſhall confirm it by Oath, who doubts it 
then? This Reaſon doth much reflet vpon God, and accuſeth him 
cither of doing a needleſs thing in all the Oaths Recorded of -God in 
Scripture, or of ſuſpeCting himſelf of iniquity and deceit: alſo it 
chargeth all his Saints forementioned, whoſe honeſty and piety may 
well compare with the Quakers. ; 

Their third Reaſon againſt ſwearing is, they fear, leſt by comply- 
ing we ſhould be guilty of Rebellion againſt the diſcoveries God 
hath made to our Souls of his ancient way of truth, and conſequeat- 
ly of concealing his goodneſs to us. We ſhould deprive God of his 
glory, and the World of great benefit, ſhould we comply with Oaths. 
God only hath begot this conſcientioaſneſs in us, and we dare not put 
this Light under a Buſhel, p. 15. 

Still this Reaſon alſo reflecteth upon God, and accuſeth God to him- 
ſelf by his Laws and Practice, and by the Practice of all his Saints and 
Churches approving ſwearing z and the Quakers make it part of their 
conſcientiouſneſs to be apainſt all ſwearing, and fay that God hath 
begotten this tenderneſs inthem, But by this we know that the Light 
you pretend to is Darkneſs, and the things which you entitle God to 
arc your errours, and the ancient way of truth is for Oaths and ſwear- 
ing. Your Light and Conſcience agreeth not with the Practice of 
God himſelf, his holy Angels, his choiceſt.Saints, and all his Chuiches 
both old and gew, Ceaſe to Father your errours upon God, and call 
not blindneſs and miſtake, right conſcientiouſneſs ; for God owneth 
none ſuch, We know you are miſtaken. 


Their fourth Reaſon is, That the preſent Age is exceedingly de- 
bauched, 
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bauvched, Oaths have oſt their ancient force, We ,would prove to 
ſofalſe an Age that thereiis a People who are ſo far from vain and falſe 
ſwearing, that they dare not ſwear the truth, but their Yea and IVay 
ſhall out-weigh other Mens Oaths, and that with a free offer of ſu- 
ſtaining double puniſhment, in caſe of miſcarriage, This only Rea- 
ſon, ſay they, were we deſtitute of all other allegations would be a 
ſtrong diſlwaſive from ſwearing, p. 15, 16. FA 

You'do well to have good conceits of your ſelves,. and cenſure 
others. Ttis the Hypocrites mark to eſpye a Mote in anothers Eye, 
and not perceive a Beam'in his own. - But why have Oaths loſt their 
ancient force ? Are there no honeſt People in all the World but Qua- 
kers ? If there'be any, why:may not an-Oath have an awe upon them ? 
but if none be honeſt but Quakers, why may not -an Oath, have an 
awful influence upon you? You grant that at the firſt inſtitution 
Oaths had a great awe' upon Mens:Conſciences: If then Mens Con- 
ſciences, yours,or others, be goad:and tender, by your own conceſi. 
ons ſwearing cannot but have a mighty awe upon youand them, But 
you are fo far from''vain and fabſe-ſwearing, that you date not ſwear 
truth; and this you account your praiſe and/perfection above all others. 

But why then did Godſwear ? why did-he-command ſwearing of old? 

why did his Angels ſwear,and'his holieſt Saints? If you-condeman vs, wall 

you alſo ſay'that all cheſe were debauched, and had no-reverence of 
an Oath? *Becauſe therecis greatiexcebs in Meat, and Drink, will you 
therefore, to curgithe Malady of ithe times, have: all People utterly to 
forbear aſl cating-aal drinking 2 Beeatſe:thereis great exceſs .in Ap- 

-parel, will you'have'usallto-go naked?” But this,is an old trick of 

Satan's: to- cry down God's. Holinefs :and ;Ryles, as, not holy and 

ſtrait enough :© and to invent a.holineſs and ftritneſs of our own, 

ſceihitgly, ſtricter than Gods, when andeed'it- is but the invention. of 
pride and a fleſlily mind, and a:deviee of Satan; transforming him- 
ſelf into an'Angel of Light, under:pretence-of zealand holineſs, bring- 
ingin fenſuality andiſeiBexalting, Monkiſh Righteouſneſs, + We de- 
fire all People to take warning by your falls, © You are far gone which 
write at this rate. Fri; 2 <7 a ee On 

Their-fiſth Reafon is from God's-Omoiprefence.: This, they (ay,, 

rightly underſtood, makes againft ſwearingg';p; 169i 

- Had you ſail/againſÞvain and” falſe.ſwearing, it had been a good 

Argument. But this Reaſon doth equally hold againſt all ſwearing at: 

any time, and ſo you run into all the forementioned. evils, Rina 

charge. 


c 
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charge God himſelf; his Saints, bis: Angels, all the famous recorded 
Oaths in Scripture, - God' was always omnipreſent,' and this'is one 
Reaſon for wearing: for herebyiwe. appeal to God as preſent: and 
ſceing our hearts and knowing-all our ſecrets. x 
Their fixth Reaſon againſt Oaths is, That God doth not concurr in 
Oaths ; if the wearer ſwear' falſly God doth not-convince others by 
his vengeance upon the perjured party: and if he ſwear truly, God 
doth not by any aid on his parf or any countenance, ſuch as the party 
for his true” Teſtimony deſerveth, manifeſt any liking of the Oath, 
An evident ſign, ſay they, that God approveth not of any ſuch Oaths 
and Imprecations, 'p. 17, 


By this it ſhould ſeen! you grant, that if God did apparently give 
 blefimg to upright ſwearing, and revenge perjury, at. leaſt wiſe fo as 
ro convince others, that then” Oaths were: lawful; Certainly God is 
the revenger of all (in, *and the rewarder of all uprightneſs. Will you 
teach God how to reward' and puniſh? Muſt it be an Argument 
againſt ſwearing, becauſe God doth not preſently and forthwith ſmite 
every perjured perſon with ſudden death, or fome eminent and con- 
ſpicuous judgment as he did\A#anias and Sapphira ? - or that he doth 
not accept and approve upright ſwearing, becauſe he doth not make 


2h 


and guilt now lying upon the! Conſcience, -and Hell after all, what 
| think . 
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think you by this puniſhment ? And on the other ſide, on the behalf 
of the upright ſwearer; is it no reward to have a good Conſcience, to 
be innocent, to have truth in the inward parts known to God, though 
others do not # A good Conſcience now, and Heaven after all, is the 
reward of all ſuch as ſwear in uprightneſs. If God revenge all Pet- 
jury, he will be ſure to bleſs all upright ſwearing. Deny it if you can, 
and do your beſt to evade this Argument. Go to any forſworn Per- 
ſon in all the World, and ask himif he do not repent him of his Sin, 
and have not ſomething of God's condemning ſentence already upon 
his Soul, and is convicted by his own Conſcience, and would fain get 
looſe from his Conſcience if he could. Is not this a proof that God 
is the deteſter and revenger of all perjury? If it be not to others, 
doubtleſs it is to him, and an unanſwerable Argument for Oaths; for 
by this, as by a Seal or palpable Teſtimony and moſt convincing to 
the Conſcience, God doth give witneſs for himſelf that he cannot ena 
dure falſe Oaths; and if he cannot endure falſe Oaths, will it not fol- 
low that he highly loveth true Oaths, and will never fail to bleſs all 
ſuch? Five Sins, ſaith a godly Divine of our own, do very rarely go 
unpuniſhed during this Life, but fooner or later God's vengeance doth 
overtake them; Murder, perſecuting God's People, Sacriledge, Per- 
jury, and Rebellion againſt Parents. If we had no Scripture, there 
is agreat deal:in the Providence of God, and in the Conſciences of 
all the World, to prove the lawfulneſs of an Oath and ſwearing, and 
the greatneſs of the fin_of Perjury, andthe. vengeance which hangs 
over all forſworn Perſons, your. own. Reaſons and Arguments are 
Truth's beſt Weapons againſt your ſelf and your Cauſe, 

Their ſeventh Reaſon againſt Oaths is, That it is a preſumptuous 
tempting of God to: ſummon him as a Witneſs, not only to our 
barren, but trivial buſineſſes, tgo low for an earthly Prince to attend. 
p. 17. It is vain and inſolent to think that a Man when he pleaſeth can 
- make the great God a Witneſs or a Judge in any matter, to appear 
by ſome ſignal approbation in judgment, to help or forſake him, as the 
truth or falſeneſs of his Oath requires, when he ſaith, So help mp God. 

Anſw. We reject all vain and uſeleſs, as well as falſe, Oaths. We 
defend no Oaths, but ſuch as be neceflary and weighty, ſuch as God 
by Scripture-Laws anciently allowed. and preſcribed, ſuch as the 
choiceſt Saints in Scripture have practiſed, and in conſimilar weighty 
caſes having like Reaſons, God is preſent and witneſs to all we think 


and ſay and do; and we cannot if we would exclude or ag om 
| ; | ror 
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from being the ſupreme Judge and Witneſs of all our wayes. When 
we ſwear, we do not ſummon in God for a witneſs. We do invoke 
his Name, and atteſt his truth and preſence, and appeal to his all.ſee- 
ing and moſt righteous Eye. If this be to ſummon God asa witneſs, 
we yield it, and defend it to be lawful and godly, and far from temp- 
ting God, or doing affront to his Highneſs, For we doit with religi- 
ous regulated fear, Eccl. 0, 2, This Reaſon makes as much againſt 
ſwearing before Chriſt's time as ſince, and both alike, When we 
ſ2y, So help me God, we do nottye or limit God to appear by any 
hgnal appearence in judgment for manifeſtation of the Oath whether 
true or falſe; if true, forthwithto reward it; if falſe, to revenge it by 
ſome new ard uncouth way. Conſcience under God is Gods great 
Witneſs, Judge, Rewarder, and Tormentor. The greateſt rewards 
and puniſhments are reſerved to another World. Chriſtians know 
and believe this. God is free to reward or puniſh as he ſees meet : 
bur it cannot be, that for every Sin God ſhould preſently ſmite the Sin- 
ner, no nor for every groſs Sin, with preſent death, or ſome ſuch great 
puniſhment. He might if he would. We deſerve it, . But his wiſ- 
dome and clemency will not, and ſhould -it be, the World would ſoon 
beatan end, many of thoſe that how be in Heaven would-have been 
in Hell, and much of Gods glory would have been obſcured. Itis 
ſufficient that all, ſooner or later, ſhall have according to their doings, 
and that ſome be made Examples for warning to the teſt; and that 
God do ſometimes go'out of his common and ordinary Road in more 
conſpicuous and ftrange and: extraorditnary- mercies and judgments, 
rewards and puniſhments, for the' better guard and ſecurity of his 
Laws; the preventing of fin, the awakening and ſtartling of the dull 
and ſluggiſh and ſecure, the preſervation of his' ordinaty works in 
eſteem, the encouragement of the Saints, and the admiration and 
praife of his glorious and dreadful name, by all and in all. 

The eighth Reaſon is not againſt ſwearing it ſelf, but againſt our 
form and cuſtome of ſwearing,;'by a Book, laying on of the hand, 
kiſing®t, &c.'p. 18, This I fhall paſÞby, _ - ; | 

The ninth Reaſon is the only ſeeming weighty Reaſon. Were the 
Oath the moſt inoffenfively Form'd,” we have both the Example and 
Precept of our Lord''tnd Saviour Jeſus Chriſt againſt ſwearing, ne- 
ver that we read of nffrig any further aſſeveration than what in Enpliſh 
amounts to Yerily, Vertly ;, truly truly, Mat. 5. 33, 344 35, 36, 37- 
Paz. 19, Chrift, ſay the Quakers, gave forth more excellent Pre- 
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cepts- than thoſe under the Law, and that the Jews were permit- 
ted ſwearing in the ſameſenſe as they were permitted divorce, for 
the hardneſs of their hearts, and that Chriſt took away rhe liberty of 
divorce ſaving in caſe of Fornication ; but did utterly take away all 
ſwearing, becauſe it was of evil, And they cite Biſhop Saxderſor de 
' Zaram. p+ 141. That it was not needful that Chriſt ſhould forbid what 
was forbidden in it ſelf, or was always unlawful ; which vain ſwear- 
ing was, and is, by the third Commandment, p. 19, 20. | 
' Chrift,ſay they,makes thoſe Oaths unlawful now which wete lawful 
under the Law;and expounds himſclf, 24t. 23. And they alledge 7am. 
5--as concurrent herewith, p, 21, 22, Buttheir main Reaſon againſt all 
ſwearing, they ſay, is from thoſe words of Chriſt, Let your yea, be3ea z 
and your nay, nay ; for whatſoever is more than theſe cometh of evil, p. 23. 
Whence they infer that every Oath being more than yea, and nay, c0- 
meth of evil. | 2 | | 
Yea, and nay, ſay they, cannot be intended of juſt the ſame words, 
and no more, nor no other; provided they are not of a higher ſtrain, 
but of the ſame degree of ſpeech, importing a plain aſſertion or deny- 
al of a thing, p.24. Say they, ſuch is the advance from A4oſes to 
Chriſt, Few to Chriſtian, that as the Chriſtian needs not the 7ows curb, 
ſo his lye is greater than the 7ews perjury ; becauſe his yea ana 4), 


ought to be of more value than the Fews Oath, And p.11, God dif 


penſed with ſwearing by his Name to his People of /-ae/, that he 
might take them off from ſwearing by falſe Gods. So that ſwearing is 
only better than Idolatry. And p. 151, What God diſpenſed witf 
under the Law he reſolved to remove under the Goſpel, and to wind 
upthings to a higher pitch of truth and righteouſneſs, from Adultery 
in the act, to Adultery in the thonghtz from revenge, to ſufferance ; 
from true ſwearing to no ſwearing atall. This is their Achilles, and 
this one Argument containing in it Chriſt's words, and 7ames's, which 
ſeemingly forbid all (wearing, is the only thing of weight that I know 
can be alledged againſt ſwearing. | 

For anſwer hereto let us, 1. Suppoſe theſe words not writ 
and made known, and that the Goſpel had neither Chrifſt's,nor James's 
words; then ſure Quakers, and all, would allow Oaths to be lawfu!. 
It will then follow, that to all ſuch as theſe words have not come, nor 
rational means afforded for the conveyance of them, to all ſuch ſwear» 
ing is lawful. | | { 

2, That it is not Chriſt's intent, nor Zames's, to prohibij a!l rear- 
E 2 | ing, 


[f 


YA 


ing I ſhall evidence by theſe Reaſons. 1, Great caution is to be ufed. 
in the expounding of Scripture. God forbid we ſhould wrong any 
honeſt Mans words, and take them in a wrong ſenſes how much more 
the Word of God and Jeſus Chriſt ? ſince alſo the danger is ſo great, 
and a heavy Curfe is pronounced againſt all that ſhall add to, or take 
from, the words of God and Chriſt ſet down in Scripture. Words do 
but expreſs. the Speakers mind. Therefore in expounding Scripture 
we are todo our beſt to ſift out what might be the true meaning of the 
Lord by theſe words. Chrift ſaith, 7 am the Door of the Sheep, 1 am 
the Vine and my Father #5 the: Husband-man z we will not therefore ſay 
that Chriſt is literally a Door,a Vine, Chriſt ſaith in this fifth of ar. 
If thy right eye offend thee pluck, t out : if thy right hand offend thee cut 
3t off. Shall we therefore every time we offend. with our eye and hand, 

pluck out the one and cut. off the other ; fuppoling we could do ſo, 
which can be but once ſo done ? Mortifie thy luſt,and ſpare thy eye and 
hand, ſave in a caſe of extraordinary and moſt rare neceſſity ſeldome 
or never falling out, So Chriſt might ſay, Swear 20t at all, and yet not 
intend the abrogation of all Oaths. He faith elſe-where, Gzve to him 
that asketh thee, and from him rhat would borrow turn not thou away, Yet 
may I not give toevery one that asketh me: he may ask what I have 
nct, he may ask an"unreaſonable requeſt : nor aml bound to lend to 
all that would borrow, Conſcience and diſcretion forbid it in many 
caſes, Weare therefore not to wreſt our Saviour's meaning. 

2,. That which the Quakers take hold of in Chrift's words as ma- 
King moſt againſt all ſwearing, in my apprehenſion makes moſtly for 
all due and regular godly ſwearing.--= Let your yea, be yea; and yonr 
nay, nay ; for whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of evil, Whence it 
ſeems plain that Chriſt doth not condemn any Oath as evil and un- 
lawful, which was not ſo before his ſpeaking of thoſe words z and.that 
he doth not ſo much conſtitute a new Law not in force before, but 
doth expound the old, And yet admitting Chrift ia this caſe to make 
no new duty nor conſtitute no new fin, but to give a true Expoſition 
of the Law already extant and in force; yet may Chriſt's Expoſition 
be counted for a Law, though that Law might be in force before. 
For Chriſt is both God and Man, and hcis nota bare Expoſitor of 
the Law, but a Law-makeralſo; and. the words as coming from his 
Mouth are a Law, though alſo there might be the ſame Law generally 
or expreſſly, written in Scripture, or contained in Nature, already and 
long befare. on foog in the World, © 1 7oh, 2.7, 8, 1 write. no new 
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Commandment unto you, but ae old Commandment which ye had from the 
beginning. Again, a new Commandment 1 write unto you. - Chriſt's 
words may be both an Expoſition and a Law, alſo they may be a new 
Law ; and yet but the Law which was old, and from the beginning, 
new publiſhed by him. And we cannot cenſtrue the meaning of 
Chriſt to be any other without unſufferable miſchiefs ts follow. 

1. If Chriſt forbid all Oaths, as evil, and declare and pronounce all 
Oaths to come from evil; then 1 do not ſee how he himſelf can eſcape 
being judged of evil. For Chriſt is God, and the Old Teſtament 
abounds with Oaths of God; and if all Oaths be evil, then God's 


Oaths are; and ſo Chriſt condemns himſelf, and all the Trinity, of 


evil. For, every Perſon in the Trinity is God. We muſt never ad- 
rait that Conſtruction which maketh God himſelf the moſt offending 
Party, who hath both ſworn himſelf frequently, and long before Mo- 
ſes's time taught his Saints and worſhippers the nature, uſe, and con- 
veniency of an Oath; and to this day hath born teſtimony and ap- 
probation to all juſt and upright ſwearing , and detefted, and reven- 
ged all perjury. > 
2. Whodare ſay, or will <cxpound, the Qaths of _Abrabam, Iſaac, 
Jacob, and Joſeph before the Law, to be evil, and come from evil? by 
what Reaſon, or Law, will they judge them to be evil? There was 
then no written Law, The Law, or Light, of Nature ſanCtified and 
made holy did not then, nor doth now, judge them to be evil; nor 
doth any godly Man ſo judge. Who will fay that the Oath of King 
Aſa and his People performed with all their heart, and with great joy, 
God teſtifying his approbation and-good liking of it,was evil? 2 Chr. 
I5.-12, 13,14, 15 The ſamel fay of the Oaths of Nehemiah, Ezra, 
and the returned Captives; as alſo the Angel, Dar. 12. and the ex- 
-preſs Oath of the Angel, Rev. 10, long after Chriſt's words. Cer- 
tainly he ſhould much wrong Chriſt's words, that ſhould ſay theſe 
Oaths areevil. The ſame alſo I may ſay. of*the Oath between 7ona- 
than and David; and the Oath mentioned Pf, 119, and Pſ. 132; 
Chrift without all doubt never meant to condemn all theſe Oaths as 
evil, and ſo to abrogate them. <p 
3. If we ſhall take Chriſt's words utterly to forbjd every thing more 
than yea and nay, and above bare and fimple affirming and deny- 
ing, then Chriſt himſelf is condemned for mentioning ſo often Yer:y, 
Verity; and Panl is condemned for ſaying, 7 proteff, and I call God far 
@ record upon my Soul, and as the trath of Chriſt i: in me; and many 
More: 
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2 ſuch ſpeeches before cited. And then- alſo it-is utterly unlawful. 


ſo much as to ſay, ſurely, of a truth, truly, and the like. For it is 
evident that ali theſe, the leaft and loweſt of them, are more than bare 
yea and nay, or a fimple affirming or denyal. If you will have every 
thing ſinful which is above ſimple yea-ing and nay-ing, then the moſt 
uſual and harmleſs Phraſes being a ſtep or degree above yea and nay in 
confirmation cannot be uſed ; and ſo Quakers themſelves will be found 
as guilty asany. 

Obj. What needed Chriſt to forbid that which was forbidden before, 
and to command that which was commanded before? . 

Anſw. 1, What was forbidden and what was commanded, or 
what was ſin and duty before, might not be ſo clearly exprefled, fo 
plainly delivered, and pronounced in ſo many words, and it might 
be requiſite to have the thing plainly exprefled. Bey P. i 

2. The Doctrine of Oaths might be much corrupted,and he might 


reform it from all the errours and corrupt traditions of the Scribes and . 


Phariſees, and others ; and ſo much the Goſpel ſeems to intimate and 
hold forth, 

3. It is no unuſual thing for Scripture to write and repeat the ſame 
things, commands, duties, errours, ſins, over and over again. 

4. Why. may you not by the fame Reaſon condemn the greateſt 
part of Scripture, and the writing of it? For was there not ſin and du- 
ty in the World before oſes's beginning to write the Scriptures? 
was it therefore uſeleſs to have written Laws and Traditions ? 

5- There might be groſs diſorders and cerruptions in Mens Lives 
in the matter of ſwearing, and Chriſt might ſee it good to expreſs 
himſelf thus againſt ſwearing, to reform the evil Oaths and Cuſtomes 
of ſwearing which might then abound, Vain and prophane ſwear- 
ing is but too common a fin in all plaCes at all times: -. 

6.” Chriſt himſelf was the great Light of the World, the great Prc- 
phet and Teacher ſent from God ; who was to be Law-giver and Sa- 
viour to the World, Superiour to Afoſes and all that went before him, 
and Maſter and King to all that came after him, the deſire of all Na- 


\ tions, the Head of the Body his Church, and therefore he might well 


publiſh Laws with his own Mouth, and Chriften old Duties with his 
new Name, and point all Perſons to himſelf the great Reconciler and 
Peace-maker to the World, and fo he might put a new ftamp upon 
Dvties, adding his Authority as new, being only foretold before, but 
now exhibited in Flefh, and Perſonally appearing in the World, to 
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put away Sin, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and renew the 


World with the light of the glory of God in the Incarnation, Conver- 

£ ron, Doctrine, Miracles, Paſſion, and ReſurreQtion of Jeſus 

riſt, 
7, Never before was there ſuch a Perſon and Teacher in the World. 

Chyiſt excelled all that went before him, and therefore with good rea- 
fon might he renew old Precepts, and partly confirm them, partly ex- 

plain them, partly apply and preſs them, and partly divulge and pub. 

liſh them, and grave his own Seal of Authority upon them as moſt emi- 
nent and far excelling all other. For God, who at ſundry times, and 
1m divers manners, ſpake in times paſt unto the Fathers by the Pro- 
phets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son, &c, Heb. 
£4: | 

Obj. But ſwearing was but a thing permitted for hardneſs of heart, as 
Was divorce. And Chriſt took_it quite away as a piece of ſin and imper- 
fettion not to be tolerated in his Kingdom of perfefter light and purity. 

- Anſw. 1. Prove what you ſay, and anſwer all Objections, and 
carry the Cauſe, 2. Divorce came in with 2ſes's Law ; but ſwear- 
ing was in uſe long before, 3. God himſelf is the Pattern of ſwear- 
ing, and hath hallowed it as moft ſacred by his Example. 4. No ſich 
Reaſons can be rendred' for the adnulling of Oaths and ſwearing, as 
may be for divorce. 5. God was the God of the Jews then, as well 
as of the Zews arid Gentiles now. There was holineſs and uprightneſs 
and true godlineſs in the World before Chrift appeared in the Fleſh, 
They had the Goſpel as well as we, Heb. 4.2. The Goſpel was 
preached to .Abraham, Gal. 3.8. And he was counted the Father of 
all them which believe, Rom. 4, 11. And to do juſtly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with thy Cod wae ever the duty of Man, Afc.6, 
$. 6. Compare Old Teſtament-Laws with the new, and the imparity 
will not be found ſogreat. Though there was much ceremony and ſa- 
crificing and outward ſervice and rites and ordinances and mfich more 
outward coſt under the Law than now, and more temporal promiſes ; 
and the Goſpel and eternal Life, and ſpiritual priviledges and promi- 
ſes not ſo clear and bright under the Law, as ſince; yet then, and al= 
ways, God did prefer Mercy before Sacrifice; and Obedience before 

the fat of Rams. He was always a lover of holineſs and purity and 
. juſtice and temperance and goodneſs and whatſoever was praiſe-wor- 
thy. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and foul 


and ſtrength, and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, was God's Law _ 
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Man was always God's Creature, and intended for the ſervice and 
glory of his Maker, and framed for Eternity, and bonnd by the unal- 
terable Laws of God in Nature to be holy in all manner of Converſa- 
tion, and to be ſelf-denying and obedient to God in all things ; and 
as God's Creature to depend wholly upon him, and to be to his entire 
ſervice and praiſe, 7. And compare Old Teſtament Saints and Chri- 
ftians with thoſe of the new ; and ſaving that great grace was poured 
forth upon the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians and Goſpel-Churches, to 
be for a ſpecimen or pattern to ſucceeding times, and to allure and 
bring in Proſelytes, and ſpread and diſperſe the Chriſtian name and 
glory, and ſhew forth Chriſtianity-to the height, and for all the excel- 
lency andeminency of Chriſt's ſpirit in many, and moſt, of the Mar- 
tyrs, there have been as famous and renowned Old Teſtament Chriſti- 
ans as have been ever fince, and they are a great ſhame to us. Abel, 
Noah, Enoch, Abraham, and his Son and Grandſons, Moſes, Aaron, 
Joſhna, David, Job, Ezra, Simeon, and all the Prophets and Multi- 
tudes both of Men and Women were burning and ſhining Lights, far 
excelling the common pitch of moſt Chriſtians now adays. 1 will not 
deny but that there may be ſomething in the ſpirit of Chriſt ſince his 
appearance, reſurrection, and aſcenſion into glory peculiar to the times 
fince, which the Saints of old had not in ſuch peculiarity : the Goſpel * 
ſeems to add a ſpecial tincture of Love and a heavenly ſpirit, and mind- 
ing ſpiritual and inviſible everlaſting riches and glory. But we may 
think there was ſomething peculiar to thoſe times and the ſpirit of 
the Goſpel then, which we have not. They were the elder Brother, 
and the Lot of the Firſt-bora was theirs ; and he conferred an abun- 
dant meaſure of his ſpirit upon many of them. O what a ſpirit of ho-. 
lineſs, purity, wiſdome, ſimplicity, and energy was inthe Prophets 
and Pen-men of Scripture! What Divinity and Sublimity and Life 
and Spirit runs through all the Veins of the Old Teſtament, eſpecial- 
ty ſome more noble and excellent parts of it! AndTI am ſure there 
were no works of Superecrogation then. They did not any of them 
20 above their Rule. Oaths and ſwearing were no part of their im- 
perfection, nor any ſuch defilements as to be excluded Chriſt's King- 
dom under the Goſpel, | 

Purity in thoughts and words and looks and geſtures was com- 
manded and practiſed under the Old Teſtament as well as under the 
New. It is not true that Jeſus Chriſt advanced Chriſtian Doctrine from 


not Adultery in the act, to not Adultery in the thought, from revenge 
to 
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to ſulferance.” 'Forit-was true of old, as well as now, what Paul faith 
of the Law, Rom. 7. The Law is holy and ſpiritual;-and; the-Com- 
mandrnent is holy and juſt and goods 'And Fob ſays of himfelf, 7 made 
#8 Covenant with mine eyes, why then fhonld 1 look, upon a Maid If my 
heart bath been deceived by a Woman, if my ſtep hath turned our of the way, 
and mine heart hath watked after mine eyes ;,” and if any blot hath'cleaved.to 

'2ny hands; Yob 3.1, 7,9. [David ptayes, Pſ. 119. Turn away mine eyes 
' from bebolding vanity, Andall the Old Teſtament-Laws do forbid fin m 
thought. 7er.44.14, Pſ.119,11 3. And as for ſuffering wrongs,and carri- 
age towards Enemies, who'a more eminent Pattern, ſaving Chriſt him- 
ſelf, than David? P/. 35.12,1 3,14. Who more cminent for:meckneſs 
than Afoſes ? Numb. 12. Whit honoutableencomiums and praiſes doth 
the Scripture make of Old Teftament-Saints?- Heb. 11. O'whatPat- 
terns of imitation are they to us ! Would God we were like them : 
though we are not to imitate them in any of their recorded blots or frail- 
' ties. But this point of Oaths 1 never underſtood to be any blot at all in 
them, Nor is there any thing at allin the Scripture-Text,or in the Rea» 
Ton and Law of God upon MansSoul teading us toany ſuch Expoliti- 
-0n. - But the Holy Ghoſt hath plainly given his approbation thereto, 
and right informed reaſon doth readily aflentto it. x 

But- this brings me to their laſt Reaſon, which is; that ſwearing 
is forbidden by the very Nature of Chriſtanity it ſelf, and is unwor- 
thy of himthatis the Author of it, p. 24; 25, 26,27.- It is, they ſay, 
a ſhameful thing to pt to be a follower of Chrift, and yet ſo far 
to degenerate from theWMMrion of him, as to need to ſwearing, and 
uſe Oaths and affeveta "diſpenſed with in weakeſt times of know- 
ledge, and neverknown to ancient Zews and Chriſtians, 

This is anſwered before. This Reaſon chargeth God himſelf, and 
his holieft Servants. What ſay you, if God himſelf hath ſworn ſo 
often, how comes ſwearing and Chriſtiavity to be ſo contrary ? How 
come holy Angels and chboiceſt Saints to ſwear, and how comes it to 
paſs that the Author of Chriſtianity,. or 'gedlineſs, commanded and 
preſcribed it to his People of old? Was not the Religion of the Old 
Teftament through Faith in God, and in the promiſed 2efſiah, able 
to make wiſe unto ſalvation? You cannot deny but that an Oath was 
part of the Religion and Chriſtianity then z and if Chriſtianity then 
and now, for ſubſtance, be one and the ſame, it is a ſhameful thing in 


you tocharge the Lord himſelf, _ his holy Laws, and moſt emti- 
nent 
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ent Servarits, with -degeneration and. ſhame. for -authorizing and 
approving Oaths. ' v2.1 Wie $41 3 
: E ſhall for a concluſion manage one Argument for ſwearing from 
the Quakers own Principles. They do evidently contradict their own 
great Principle, which is, that every Man hath a Light within ;_ which 
«Light.isthe ſupreme Rule, as being: more ancient than the Scriptures. 
\ That which was the Rule inthe Patriarchs time before , Adoſes began to 
write the Scriptures,:that: they would have to be the. Rule; they call 
alto this. Now if this muſt be the Rule and- Judge of. Oaths, then 
clearly ſwearing is lawful and yet in force, . and the Quaker is not 
conſiſtent to his own Principles, ' For, before. any Scripture was writ, 
ſwearing: was in uſe, and in great eſteem, both by Pagans and Proſe. 
Iytes, by good and bad; and- never at all controverted in thoſe firſt 
Ages. - $0 that I do not fee how'they can reconcile themſelves to them- 
 felves. 
Alſo they tell us (Treatiſe of Oaths, p. 9, 10.) ofa time of primi- 
tive Integrity whea truth lowed naturally, and needed no ſuch expe- 
dient'as an Oath, yea and nay was then enough, But when Men 
grew corrupt, they diſtruſted cach other, ;gqnd had recourſe to Oaths 
as a remedy againſt falſeneſs, | 
We would know what time this was when truth flowed ſo natural. 
ly from Men. Poets tell us of a golden Age wherein truth and juſtice 
and every precious thing among Men did abound. . But we know it to 
be a mcer Fiction of Poets, and;no fuch ! was 1a the World 


f 


- 


ſince the fall of Adam. - He indeed. ,duri ſtanding in innocency 
was repleat with truch and all graces and vemnes-: but his ſtanding was 
but a while, there was at this time but one Man. and one Woman, 
There was little uſe for Oaths during that ſhort ſpace :. and yet I have 
made appear that during their ſtate of innoceney the wiſe Creator uſed 
at leaſt an afſeveration ro theme There. was more than yea and nayin 
innocency. Since the fall of Man, if we may uſe the Poct's words, — 
Terras Aftrea reliquit. The Iron Age begun with the fall. Cain mur- 
ders Abel, and the whole World is divided into two great Ranks or 
Seeds; the Sced of the Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent. Ina 
ſhort time the World was grown ſorfull of ſin, that it repented the 
Lord that ke had made. Man, and it grieved him at the heart, and he 
was conſtrain'd to deſtroy the World by Water. And ever fince all 
manner of wickedneſs hath been in the world, and prevailed more by 

far 
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far than honeſty and godlineſs. Multitudes go in the broad;way, but 
few'in'the ſtrait Path of holineſs... . If. you know any: ſuch Age of the 
World when the People and Inhabitants of the Workd were ail ſo-in- 
nocent, 'and wholly given to truth, that they -needed; na' Qaths-and 
ſwearing, nor any more than yea and nay, and truth flowed-natural- 
ly from them, you muſt bring us ſome ſuch Records as yet have not 


been known or heard of in the World...) For Scripture tells us.no ſuch. 


{quite the” contrary.: What chave you :more to ſay 
and oath-taking ? If I knew-it, and: it were; worth 
the while ins to-examine it, or if I could think of any thing ma- 
terial to be Gjected againft (wearing, I ſhould not ſtick to bring it 
forth, and render the truth yet brighter by anſwering all that can be 
alledged againſt it. . CHOW. 33919, ne ear: 6 25 
- Some perhaps will begin:to think that. T ama looſe Man who write 
in defeace of Oaths; when the Land mourns becauſe of Oathsz and 
there is more need to write againſt Perjury,and falſe Oaths, and vain 
and prephane and uſeleſs ſwearing, with which too many in this pre- 
Tent Age are laden. But.as I am no Friend ;to any unlawful and falſe 
*Oaths, ſo when I can apprehend: my (elf duly called ro it, I ſhall by 
Gods'grace be ready'to bear my Teſtimony againſt the Generation of 
wicked ſweaters, who profane the Name of God, and tranſgreſs the 
Rules of right allowable ſwearing. net > Eb 
There is but one thing more that I can think: of needful to be ad- 
ded to this defence of Oaths, and that.is in what-caſes it may be law- 
ful to ſwear. But this'is too large a Field to:go over. Conſult the 
Scriptures,” and 'obſerve: in what points and caſes the People of God 
have ufed to ſwear ; and inwhat caſes the Lord of old- preſcribed ta 
his People the uſe of an Oath for ending of ſtrife-matters, The mat- 
ter ſworn muſt be lawful, you muſt underſtand what you ſwear, . you 
muſt mean as you ſpeak, and abhor all:deceit,. ſecret; meanings, and 
mental refervations and under-hand conftructions,. and ſwear as if the 
'heart-ſearching God ſtood before your Eyes, of as if you were to dic 
with the Oath in'your hand, and ſtood before 'Gads Judgment Scat. 
- Swear nothing which you would not ſwear-if any. impartial and right 
underſtanding godly Perſon;one- or more todd by,and fhould look you 
in the Face, -and fay,; Eriend take:heed what you do..;-Remember that 
-the- great” anU principal Oath of all-is: the; Qath of -Ailegiance to the 
King of Heaven.” By Baptiſm you enter:into:the;Lorus Oath or Co 
_ - venant, 
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venant, and become vowed. and'devoted-to God ; and if-you keep: 
not this ſincerely you are no leſs than forſworn, and will ſurely periſh, 
Baptiſm is 'not a Ceremony or Complement, but'a binding ſacred 
Vow : this Vow is renewed at the Lords Supper : all profeſling Chri- 
ſtians are under this Vow, and engaged in.Covenant to. the Lord ; 
and thence Baptiſm and the Lords Supper are called Sacxaments, al- 


| Inding to the Sarramentum militare. . Chriſtianity is ſo far from being 


againſt Oarhs and ſwearing, that-no' Man cari: be cou 9" Chriſtian 
extertially, that is not externally devoted and ſworn to | 
and the Holy'Ghoſt by Chriftian Profeſſion : and.no n be a ſin- 
ctre Chriſtian that is not ſincerely vowed ' and Covenattted 'to God, 
againſt the World, the'Fleſh and the Devil. So thatall Hypocrites, 
and unſound Chriſtians, and meer worldly Profeſſors are 'no-better 
than perjuted and forſworn': 'and'this is the: higheſt, and greateſt, and 
moſt damning-Perjury: all that profeſs Chriſtianity and are not ſin- 
cerc, are falſe to their Profeſſion. And their very Profeſſion doth 
contain, vertually and in eſſence, an Oath or Covenant to be the 
Lords, and the ſeriouſeft and moſt ſolemn and binding Covenant that 
can be in this World; Read Det. 29. 10, 11,12, 13, 14,15, &c.* 
All other Oaths, Vows; Engagements,and Covenants of what nature ſo- 
ever, publick, private, civil,cccleftaftical ; afſerrory, promiflory,among 
Chriſtians are all ſubordinate to this great and principal Vow or Co- 
venant, andare all vertually contained-in1t : this is the Life of all. 
This is all particular.and lefler Vows, Oaths,.and Covenants in : one, 
as that which conftitutes us Chriſtians before God, and- is the bot» 
tome and baſis of all ſaving religion, truth,: and-uprightneſs towards 
God and Man; and which being right and ſincere, giveth right to 
everlaſting glory, and is our greateſt mercy and bleiling in this World, 
nextto Heaven it ſelf, If any one ſhall impugn the lawfulneſs of an 
Oath and ſwearing, let him know'that he doth. but blindly and igno. 
rantly ſet himſelf to undertnine Chiriftianity and the ſaving Religion of 
pany Chriſt." For, what is an Oath but. the greateſt Teſtimony that 

an c:nbear to any thing he affirms or demes, 'or promiſeth to do or 
forbear@ It is nothing elſc but the higheſt.and: ſtrongeſt aſſurance that 
can be given of the truth in. Caſes of Teſtimony, depending upon the 
credit and veracity of him that ſwebrs.”-: Now, are notall Men bound 
thus to aſſure, devote, and makeiover themſelyes:unto God? . What 
is a Chriſtian but one that(is devoted and'conſecrated to God ſolemn- 
ly 
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Iy or vertually? All the eſſentials of an Oath are contained in the- 
Chriſtian Covenant, I grant-this Covenant. may be done. more. fo=,, 
lemnly and expreſly : but it.is gn Oath or Covenant when it contazn- , 


eth all efſentials.. As when I ſay, I profeſs my ſelf a Chriſtian and Ser- 


vant of God the Father,Son and Holy Ghoſt,againſt Satan, the World, . 


and Sin; and renouncing all things inconſiſteut withtrue faith and ho- 
lineſs and the hope of eternal glory, I betake me to the only true Gad 


in Jeſus Chriſt as my Portion according to his holy - Wil and Laws, 


ſincerely for ever. This is an Oath or Covenant to.God, and ſo cal- 
led frequently in Scripture, it being eſſentially the higheſt engage- 
ment that a Soul can make of it ſelf to God, and is only wanting in 
ſome leſſer matters to denominate it moſt ſolemn and explicite ſwear- 
ing or vowing to God, | 

I forgot to make ſpecial obſervation of one thing before, and that 
was, that in ſeveral Scriptures of the Old Teſtament there are Promi- 
ſes or Prophecies of Oaths to be under the Goſpel, relating to the 
Ages after Chriſt, as that every Knee ſhall bow, and every Tongue 
ſhall ſwear and confeſs to Chriſt; all which are exactly fulfilled, it 
being made apparent that ſo many ſincere Chriſtians as there have 
been, and are and ſhall be, in the World, there are ſo many covenanted, 
devoted and ſworn ſincere Servants to God, 

All therefore that name the Name of Chriſt, and do not depart from. 
iniquity, muſt wear upon them the Brand of Perjury. Let Quakers be 
warned to repent them of all their abuſive DoCtrine againſt Oaths, 
and Fathering their errours upon-God. Let them not think, that when 
they ſuffer for refuſing lawful Oaths cuRtomably taken by godly Minds 
and pure informed Conſciences, they ſuffer in righteouſneſs, except 
they will call that righteouſacſs which is cauſed by errour and blind 
miſtaken zeal. Ido frommy heart pity them, and deſire no rigour 
may be done to them in the leaſt; and that ſo far as it may conſiſt 
with the intereſt of Chriſtianity, the peace of the Church, and the 
publick weal of the Nation, all ctemency and: toferation be ſhewed 
themin the matter of Oaths; and, if it can be, that ſome expedient 
may be found out for their eaſe in this Point, to ſuch eſpecially as do 
erre ignorantly and well-meaningly. The Lord ſhew compaſſion to 
theſe poor blind Souls. Forbear, ye ſimple. Souls, to kick againſt 
the Pricks, Draw nigh to God, and to his Word, and to his faith- 
ful Miniſters; and God will draw nigh to you, 

I had: 
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EF had thought to have added a Defence of: our Form. JndManner 
ot feeating: uſed in England, by-laying: the: land upon: thei Bible, | 
and kiſſing it, ' arid ſaying, So help me God: But pponfurther con« 
ſideration- 1 determined to let that pals. Whoever: hatly a mini$) 
may ſce'lt fully and accurately argued and defended; by: Mri Baxter 
in his Chriftian Direftory, p. 416. Indeed I had "thought to have 
craved leave of him to have- tranſcribed it out-of his Book, .and-an- 
nexcd it to rhis Defence of Oaths and ſwearing; that it might be in-. 
mozchands, and of more general uſe. But without-his leave I would! 
mt do it, -I have made this Tract Jonger than I would;: though a 
great deal is left out that-might have been added; becauſe I wouls 
not burden the Reader, and lengthen Controverſies 


